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The great naval mnction now approaches the past the1

end. There is every reason to believe the fleetJ an<

will sail from here on the 27th, and after stopping at brought
the Tortugas over Sunday will return to Key West, occupied
The only exception will be the flagship Wabash,
which will make a short trtp to Havana. The N
Innction will end at Key West about the 10th or
tlth of March. I W .j.

oro wortr rnonr nimnro racrftrrlin rr T hex r!no_ I
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tlnation of the vessels ol the tleet. Some assert
that the Wabash will return to Europe, others declarethat Bhe Is going to New York to go out of
commission. It Is generally believed to be true
that the vessels will return to their stations. Of'
course this does not apply to the Tlconderoga or
the Brooklyn, which have just come from South
-Atlantic stations.

I now resume the story of this cruise:.
Thursday, Feb. 19, 1374.

The sixteenth day of the cruise was clear and
pleasant, a light breeze from the northeast blowingmost of the morning. The Dispatch returned
irom Havana and the 1'lnta fTom Key West. The
fleet weighed anchor about the usual hour and
stood west In column of vessels, natural order
1. Congress. 7. Kansas. The flci
X Ticonderoga. 8. Dispatch. th thlPf13. Canaudaigua. w. Lancaster. "ie luiru

4. Wyoming. 10. Franklin. the objec
b. Colorado. 11. Alaska. out 0f ev

. Shenandoah. la. Fortune. of-war.The column was Beaded north by signal at naif- Knah mo.
, Dusfl War

past ten, and at ten minutes of eleven, or when tlie wa$|
the last vessel of the Second division headed north, fcytthe signal "Divisions, by tlie lelt flank," was made fl{
to the First and Second divisions (or the first eight auJ auclvessels), and the signal "Division, lorward, luto
line, left oblique," to the Third division. Each
veasel of the First and Second divisions came eight
points to port and continued onward. The Third
division executed the order as has already been This di
described. This brought the vessels into line, menis, a
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The general signals, "On the centre divisions fleet JuaI
form column of divisions, rlgut in front," was tings of
made at a quarter past eleven. The right division mechant
steered two points to port, the left division eight never o

points to starboard; the centre dlvislop kept Its also> rh:
coarse at hall speed. This brought the fleet into cannot
column of divisions, heading in same direction:. while the
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The signal, "Fieet by the right flank," twice less- and
nolsted, merely changed the direction of the col- tbe fa'al
umn and headed It toward the eastward, in reverseorder. Is certal:
The general signal, "Fleet by the right flank," tem °r P'

converted the fleet into columns by divisions, fr^nd
heading north:. or a tack

4 perfect a

would gi
tnclty,

I i i takes all
hands ol

4 4 4

444 who are
and lodg

The fleet was then signalled, "By the left flank," t,et.n tra
which brought It Into the same form as did the While t
signal made at a quarter-past eleven. This was harmies
followed an dour later by the signal, "Fleet by torpedo
foors, left wheel." This brought the fleet into line defence
of vessels abreast, heading south:. pi ode tt

t stunt.
of those* * t t t t t t t t
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.,man-oM
This manceuvre was followed at two by the do not b

same signal, and the fleet headed east In column 4 service,
of divisions, reverse order. The signal, "Fleet by plosion
the left flank," brought the fleet into tne following lnaufficb
formation, heading northmighty
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The next signal, "Fleet, forward into line, left yeiaelB
oblique," has been frequently explalned.'^and re- t0ft«n
suited in bringing the vessels into Une, heading NpD(J
north. At thirty five minutes past two the follow- (UreCte(1
Ing signal was hoisted under the Colorado's pen- p0ag|bienant:.-on the vessel whose distinguishing pen- t .,aH#e(j
nantisover this signal form at half distance.'* utartie(1 he effect of this was merely to close the vessels

an l eoETip In the same order. The general signal, "From j,ortnnethe left in two lines, lortu order of battle," having f]j)1 9been made at a quarter past three, the even-num- t|iptiered vessels maintained their speed and the ^ an()others slowed to steerage way, until the former f_nowln,bore from them at an angle of lorty-Dve degrees
west the course, when the? resumed their speed, * auPP e

The result was this formation, heading northI V0~

4 Wabash Wabash'.* ngresi
I444ii Cananda** 4 liconiiei

4 11 4 i. 1 Osslpee.» ** » 4 Colorado
Signal having been made, "Fleet by the right wacbujwflank," the fleet took the following lormation, nhenand

beading east:. Lauras t«
4- Franklin

Kansas.
^ Alaska..

Fortune
* * * »

_Total
la this formation the fleet anchored at Ave. The To con

Wacliasott and Brooklyn returned daring the might bt

NEW TO
id reported the arrival of the Dictator at f
A.
HI SITINTKINTn DAT'8 CXIBCISE8.
, February 20, the seventeenth day of the
raa devoted chiefly to target practice. A
as placed 800 yards to the eastward of the
buoy, which Is located in latitude 24 deg. v

th, longitude 82 aeg. 9 in in. west. The
and Dispatch were stationed respectively
urthward and southward In a Hue with the
!t hall-past ten the fleet formed in column
Is, with the Wabash loading, and passing
the buoy, heading north, each vessel lu
on tired at the target. The target conasquare platform of Umber, with twenty-
ks lashed to it, above which was a cubical
f cotton cloth, with three ports painted on

e. The dimensions of each face were ten
...

a uy luirvcuu iu uo4«««». j
epusslug the target three times the vessels
lu columns of vessels ov divisions, and at
ick aucnored in that lormatiou.

Days or Rest.
Saturday, Feb. 21, 1874.

were no exercises on this day, and the ex.
of last Saturday did not encourage Usher-
le fleet remained at anchor. The day was

pleasant, with a light breeze from the
he Finta and Fortune went to Key West,
day, the 22a, the Gettysburg arrived from
t and sailed lor Peusauola at twelve noon,
lal order was issued regarding the observlondayas the anniversary oi Washington's

r, the 23d, was observed, according to a
ulation, as the anniversary or Washing*
:h. Whenever the 22d of February talis on
t Is ordered that the 23d shall be observed*
nun colors were displayed at the three
ils and the peak or all vessels in the fleet,
>on, although a violent storm of rain was
salute of twenty-one guns was tired by
ng vessels.

Thursday, Feb. 24, 1874.
slpee arrived during the night and was
to the First division, taking the Wjrolace.The day was clear and warm. The

ghed anchor by signal at ten A. M.. and
it In columu of vessels, the Wabash leadargetexactly similar to that described in
ng day's account was stationed 800 yards
artboast of the buoy. The fleet steamed
buoy In column of vessels, heading north-
1 discharged as many guns as could oe
to bear on the target during the interval
in steaming loo yards on each side of the
200 yards of distance.
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;t passed the target three times, and at
passage concentrated the broadsides on

t. It Is a fair estimate to say that nine
erv ten snots would llRVfi hnllert a ilnnn.

The concentrated broadside or the W'aiexceptionally good, all the shots striking
jr within a space of twenty-lire square

;et then formed In columns of divisions
lored at three.

Torpedoes la the Oulf,
United States Flagship Wabash, \Gulf of Florida, Feb. 25, 1874. j

iy had been set apart for torpedo expert-
nd the results were altogether quite satis-

y's experiments have taught all observing
much that is valuable, and which will be
advantage in future naval battles. The

s got a good snaking up, and possibly lost
their timidity. Experience is the only

nich can teach an officer to be cool when
itlng the electric key which fires a mam-
pedo. The few slight blunders of the day
red to show to every officer of this vast
what to avoid. The weakness of the fit-
the torpedoes to the spars was a slight

cal oversight, which will probably
ccnr again. It was proved clearly,
at large ships at a low rate of speed
asc the torpedo offensively, and that,
torpedo might be a very efficient safegatnstboarding parties or the torpedo
the enemy, It cannot be used against a
hlch cannot be overtaken. As an offenntIt can be employed with ease by a fast
even In mid-ocean. Spars might be

long each vessel's side, so that they coffid
g Into place on the approach of a heavy
unst whose slaes guns would be worthy
her bow blown off before she could deal
blow. All these things seem possible.

the electric torpedo
Iy a great Improvement over the old sysercussionweapons. They are as dangerous
as enemy, and If a guy rope carried away
le-biock broke the officer of a ship had a
insurance that he and not his adversary
a to the bottom. The application of elechowever,does away with all this, and
the responsibility and danger out of the

careless and timid SAILORS
employed to put the torpedoes In place,
!cs it with a competent officer who has
ined Tor that very service at Newport,
he key remains open the torpedo Is as
s us any loaded shell in the magazine. The
officer has the entire system of submarine
completely under his control, and can exi8terrible weapon just at the desired lnIsaw enough to-day to satisfy me that any
charges exploded under even a 4,ooo tons
war would have sent her to the Dottom. I
elieve that the raft used was of any sort of
only usAndlcating a spot at which the exihouldoccur. It was light, fragile and of
jnt draught or bulk to show the effect of a

upheaval of the water which floated It.
lould have been a hulk, then the expertrouldhave been more useful.
suinC of the day's work Is given below:.

Wbdnbsdat, Feb. 25, 1874.
eather was clear but intolerably warm, the
neter ranging among the eighties. A raft,
id of a heavy mass of planks, ouoyed by
fty casks, was set adrift about noon. The
were all fitted with torpedo spars, pursuant
eral order issued on last evening, which I
u by telegraph to-night, and they were

to steam as near the float us

exploding the torpedoes as they
The torpedoes were of cast iron,

l to spars fifty feet In length,
italned loo to i26 ponnds of powder. The
was ordered to steam at the target under
d, but the resistance of the water against
was so great as to break the torpedo short
to send It to the bottom of the Gulf. The
g la the official report, which ia only sent as
ment to the despatches1

Number Number Number
to be Fired. Filed.

3 3 Of
I.«... 11 0

,lgua 1 lo
-aga Il o

11 o
11 o

1 3 1 2
itt 1 1 0
oah 1 1 o
jr 1 1 o

.. 2 1 1
11 o
10 1
10 1

19 14 0
intent on the firing by the various ships It
; said briefly that the greatest execution

RK HERALD, SATURDAY,
wae done by the Shenandoah, the highest column 1:
or water was thrown by the Colorado, and the o
most picturesque water grotto took shape from the
explosion by the Brooklyn's torpedo.

DISCOUNTING AN KARTIlqi:AKK. C
The W abash, Lieutenant Bradroru torpedo officer,exploded only one of her three torpedoes on t

the first circle. It was the one rigged on the star- v

board quarter. I was standing In the miazen top u
with several officers of the ship, and we were all n
drenched. The sensation was very uupleasaut.It n
was something decidedly unearthly. The good e

ship Wabash trembled in eveiy timber. The shock l>
was far greater than a double broadside trom both
tiers oi guns. Alter all the vessels bad passed the
Wabash returned again to the tray, and the tor- a

pedoes ou the bow and abeam were exploded. A
solid column ol water waa la each Instance thrown *

higher than the top of the mainmast. Tons of '

water descended on the deck and on the awnings
which had been spr ad over the poop deck. It Is v

very doubtful whether snch shocks do vessels of v

tbe Wabash's size any good.
The Congress, whose torpedo officer was LieutenantCommander Sampson, fired her charge at r

the proper moment, directly under the raft; but,
owing to the lateral explosion, although the rait
was lilted high into the air, it was not destroyed. 1

The Tlconderoga's torpedo, under charge ol LteuteuautHouston, was exploded too soon. The spar 4

was not under the rait, and no elfect was ob- (

siservable. , ^The Canandalgua, on account of some derange
ment of the galvanic current, could not explode
her torpedo on first passing the raft; but Lieu- J'tenant De blols repaired the ranlty spot and dischargedhis torpedo at the rragment of a rait which
then remained. 1

The Osslpoc had the same 111 fortune at first; *

but Lieutenaut Kicn made amends afterward >y
rigging out his torpedo a second time and explodingit in the most approved style. 1

Hie Colorado's torpedo apparatus, in charge of
Lieuteuaut Louguecxor, was in perfect working j
order. A solid column of water rose like one of
Cleopatra's needles to a height of fully 350 feet,
and seemed to settle rignt back Into the hole wliich w

it left, without dissolving into spray as was gener-
u

ally noticeable. The explosion sadly derauged the c

raft, and the spar became entangled with it to such 0

an extent as to require cutting loose.
The Brooklyn, whose commander has lately been lj

at the head of the torpedo school, did the work
assigned it in a very neat, shipshape way. There t(

were no delays. Lieutenant De Long manipulated b

the electric key, and although the raft was in tow '*

or the Colorado at the time, discharged his torpedo ,J

at the exact spot and at the proper moment. Only a

one of her three torpedoes was fired. ,
"

The torpedo on the Wachnsett, in charge of Lieu- R

tenant Cornwell, tossed a barrel as high as the w

mainmast. Fortunately it fell outboard. 1

The Kansas was a general lavorite and great ex- 11

pectatlons, only partially realized, were enter- c

tamed of her. Lieutenant Stone did well, arriv- a

lug so lato in the line. ^
The Lancaster, after waiting her chance, steamed a

for the raft and exploded her torpedo In good h
style. Lieutenant Newell had charge of the cere- ^
mony. a

rihe Alaska steamed too closo to the raft, so that Cl

It passed between the torpedo (at the end of the p
spar) and the side ol the vessel. Lieutenant Per- n
I.J . 1 A. » «__-AI
Kins Bbuuu uy tut? uieciriu Key, out wie coiuiecuoii *

was either broken or he deemed It undestrable to 0

discharge the torpedo. It was not exploded.
The Shenandoah, all things considered, did the ]

greatest execution. Lieutenant Commander
Evans was fortunate In getting close enough, j
without being too near, and the whole of one side
of the raft was blown to iragments.
The Franklin was not so iortunate. Lieutenant

Parker did not got close enough to damage the rait.
The Fortune, whose torpedo was in charge oi her

courteous commandant, Lieutenant Commander oi
Green, was ordered to steam at full speed. This h;
she did, but the resistance of the water was so great ^
that the torpedo was broken ofT Irom the spar, p
and, consequently, was not discharged. *

r(
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The tail Evolutions. ri
United States Flagship Wabash, >
Gllk of Florida, Feb. 26, rti74. f

This is the twenty-third day of the cruise. The 81

weather is clear and /nlld. The fleet weighed n

anchor at half-past ten and stood east in columns n

ox vessels by divisions, natural orderh
t(

t- Wabash.
a;

*.«-+- 4-rl
tl
w
t<

The signal, "Guide ship N. E.," was made at
eleven, after which, at twelve, the fleet was formed 0

into column of vessels, heading north; then, at ^
twenty minutes to one, by the left flank into line,
abreast, heading west. The flagship displayed No. b:
256 at twenty minutes to two."From the centre w

division of the fleet form echelon of divisions." *}
The result was:.*1
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The First and Third divisions, at ten initiates "

past two, were ordered to form echelon of vessels, d
which gave the fleet the form of a section of a a
truncated cone. Then the entire fleet formed Into ^
echelon on No. 6 as a centre, and at three o'clock
all were signalled to make the best of their way to
the anchorage.^ I t«

a grand scrub race i w
ensued. The fleet was entirely unprepared for any "j
snch signal, and as they bad only been steaming a

about four knots, only a portion of the fires were "

lighted. None of the vessels, therefore, developed
their full rate ot speed. The Canandaigua and g(
Alaska soon showed up In front, both making
about seven anJ a-half knots. The little Kansas,
carrying the heavy set of spars which will one day
capsize her, was among the few closely behind the ti
Alaska. On the latter vessel every man was sent K
ait to bring her down by the stern, and her two
smokestacks belched forth columns of smoke which v
made the heavens black. The large ships, unprepared,as I said, for this race, came quietly along j,
at about six knots, the poor Shenandoah bringing a

up tbe rear. This Is the last day's evolutions here,
and we all say, gladly, "Florida Bay, rarewcll 1"

FUTURE NAVAL ARCHITECTURE. °

, n

What Oar War Vessel* Lack, and What
f'

Those of Other Nations Possess.An In- h
terelew with the Fleet Engineer ot '

the North Atlantic Sqaadron. y
United States Steamship Waba9H, )

Ol'LF of FLORIDA, Feb. 28, 1874. J C

I called on Fleet Engineer Roble, who is In .
charge of the machinery In all the vessels in this b
large fleet, and who partially superintended the
construction of the machinery of the famous e

iron-clad Dictator. The following interview took t
place1
Correspondent.I desire to obtain yonr views ^

respecting the improvements, both in naval archi- o

feature and in machinery, which are required to b

place our war vessels on a par with those of other t
nations in order to prepare onr country for the /
naval warlare of the future. What is the ilrst 1

great requisite f .
oivb c8 more itlvoi.rtions. 1

Fleet Engineer Kobik.Hpeed. It became evl- c

dent, soon after the beginning of these exercises y
Id the Oulf of Florida, that the maximum rate of I

speed attainable by tho vessels of our navy now *

here, acting together, was even less than six knots c

per hour. It is probable that, under favorable i
circumstances, two or more or the vessels might
have been driven np to ton knots; but for tbe t
great majority six knots was the maximum steam- «

MARCH 7. 1874.TRIPLE
ng capacity against a moderate head wind and
ver a smooth sea.

AMOr'8 TOBTOISB bclipskd.
Corrbsponpbnt.How does this rate of speed .

ompare with that of the vessels of other navies r
Pleet Knglneer Kobib. It is a mortifying troth

hat, acting In concert, these vessels of oar navy
rould not oe capnbla of waning one-half the speed
nder steam which is regarded as absolutely
ecessary for the war vessels of every other
atiou. stoco a grave uau siarmug ui-ieci is

nough to condemn thein at once lor naval purine*
can neither fight nob retreat.]

Correspondent.ilow la this incapacity most ,je
pparent t m.
Fleet Eugtneer Robik.Principally In the fact 8U(
hat they can neither overtake an lnierlor nor es- reJ
ape Irom a superior enemy in case ol necessity. ,le
he condition ol the great majority of our wooden trj
essels fitted with this auxiliary steam power, ((U
then opposed to the swift war steamers ol mod-
rn times, is very little better than that of the ajl
ongress and Cumberland when attacked by the
im Uerrim&c In llampton Koads. mi

iron-claps must be fast. au
Correspondent.Vou regard speed as or more kn
nportance than iron plating? ul
Fleet Knglneer Kobib.If you will allow me to pe
nulity my answer 1 shall say, emphatically, yes. A es
ectded change in the construction ol our wooden pU
nips would be necessary. Unless lron-clads are of
ne monitor pattern tho approved guns of the th<
resent time can throw shot through the heaviest -pi
lating that can be used. Fiiteen-inch guns can au
c made to throw shot through the sides of any
roadside iron-clad that can be floated. The weak dj(
atures of our vessels, aside irotn inadequate
team power and the vast amount of useless rig- gj(
lug with which they are eucumbered, arc.first,
no utter absence of guns which can be trained to
re either directly ahead or astern. jU

in following an enemy jt
should be possible to Are the heaviest guns at te

er without changing direction or losing time by pt.
iowingdown. The construction of the propeller (je
ell In the stern lor a hoisting screw also does hll
way with all possibility of using heavy guns that re
ould be fired directly astern, and it Is an element
f weakness, as the screw depends on its reinatu- m
lg uninjured for its support. The engines ana 0p
oilers in our vessels here also require neurly tr<

twice the quantity of coal ae
> develop an indicated horse power which would au
e necessary to produce the same effect 11 they a
ossessed the improved machinery which is now jji
ctng so generally adopted in merchant steamers 0t
nd also in the Tennessee and new vessels build- te
lg lor our navy. The Wabash now burns
irty tons of coal per day to do work
hlch new machinery would do with twenty tons, up
lien I would have our naval vessels so constructed th
iiat they could be effectively used as rams when- co
ver an opportunity offered, and with a speed or tu
t least sixteen kuots per hour under steam alone, nc
all power reduced so as to offer the least possible
esistance when steam Is used; but two musts in ?'
ny ship, and those to be made of iron or steel, tjollow for ventilati <n and telescopic; a lew heavy
uus of the greatest attainable rauge, so placed Jv1
iat at least one or thcin could be trained to Are J£jirectly ahead and another directly astern. I am
oufldent our vessels would prove more effective. ?"
ven without any Iron platiuir, than those now IV'
ossessed by any foreign Power. There Is very
luch more which could be said on this subject, but rl'
think that I have sketched out the chief faults of !Ie
ur present slow woodeu navy. pr

HE INTERNATIONAL RIFLE MATCH, S
lOi

'he Programme Proposed by the Irish
Rifleucn-Explaiiatory Letter from ta
Mr. Arthur B. Leech, of Dublin.'The jj®
Action Taken by the Amateur Rifle re
Club of New York. | lie
The Amateur Rifle Club of New York, composed ^
r members of the National Rifle Association, who be
ave accepted the challenge of the Irish Rifle to
ssociatlon or Dublin, to shoot a match in the °r

nited States in the autumn of this year, recently
icelved a letter Irom Mr. Arthur B. Leech, of 8P
ublin, containing the programme of the proposed J"
icetlng on behalf of the Irish riflemen, both which yi
re herewith aunexed. This programme, it will be t0

een, limits the teams to not less than four or ^
iore than eight men each; but this provision is at
ot wholly acceptable. The time set down Is
etween the 15th of September and the 15th of Oc- .,c
jvjml uoaw.ill

It must be understood that the Amateur Rifle le:Oillub will not select Its own members to shoot t),
gainst the Irish team as representative American or

iflemen, but that a circular will soon be Issued to ®.®
lie "crack shots" of the country, and from those lllJ
rho enlist in the movement a team will be selected atl
i meet the visiting gentlemen. oU
At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee Pe
f the Amateur Rifle Club, called to consider the J1Cubmirted programme, the lollowlng resolution ,
ras passedls
Unsolved, That the programme. as at present proposed ra
y Mr. Arthur H. Leech, Is acceptable to the Executive
ommlttee, with the exception of the first paragraph, ,hich relates to the number of men of which the teams I
lall consist, and that it is the sense of this committee of
mt this paragraph should be amended so us to read, W
that the teams shall consist of not more than eight nor He
>ss than six men." I cu
A committee was elected at this meeting to make ci<

11 the necessary arrangements to successluUy th
arrj out the proposed match. frl

MR. LEECH'S LETTER. geOmens Irish Rin,x Association. ) bUDrtiLiw. 110 Grafton Strrkt. Feb. 14. 1874. ( j,i.Dbar Fir.I beg to announce to you that at a meetingrtlic Council of the Irish hide Association held here on ,uc.<ifly last, 10th lust., I submitted u programme of the IB
roposed international ritle match between Ireland and bll
mcnca for the consideration of the Council, which I am th
appy to announce to you has been agreed upon and Btldopted by the Council in the t»rm which I now have the ff,,leasurelo send you in duplicate.
You will please to observe that the Council acting on 111
le suggestion contained in your letter of the 20th Lie- Pf
Dinber, 187H, have omitted the 1.1U0 yards range men- ml
oned in iT.y original challenge. titWith respect to the team you will also see I reserve »0
le right ot limiting it to not less than tour men or more n
an eight. This is unavoidable, as you will no doubt ,

io, because It Is impossible at the present time to count It;l
'1th certainty on the exact number of .ho team which I oil
an bring with mo or whocould take partin the match. I 811
eed not dwell upon the variety of possible accidental auircumstances that ren te.r it Impossible for me to name ss

elinitely a larger number than tour, although I shall ' '

ndeavor to increase it, and hope that the climate of "

merlea, notwithstanding our sea sickness, will enable Pr
s to shoot with sufficient precision to make the match go
ateresiing, qoIt does not occur to me that I need at present dwell
pon any other portion ot the programme, which varies ,

> little irom the original challenge, save with reference
> the period of the year: no other time would suit us. en
i'e have our meeting In Dublin in May or June, and at be
fiinbledon from the lltti of July to the end of that mi
loutli. and the August game Bhootlng also interferes: til
ins It is that I suggest any time between September 15 th
nd October 15 tor the match, and would be glad to hear J."irtlier ti-om you as to the date you would consider best. e
Relieve me, dear sir, yours most truly, Ph

ARiHlU B. LEECH. ai
Crouch W. Wiroatr Esq., Secretary .National Kifle As- pliiciatiun of America, New York. pa

PROGRAMME. pr
Programme of the International Rifle Match th
ctween the riflemen of tho United States or Amer- tn
:a and the riflemen of Ireland, represented by a su
itaru to be chosen irom the members of the "Irish uu
iifle Association," to take place In America not co
ooner than the 15th of feptemiier, or later than on
he 15th of Ootober, 1874, on the following terms, ca
lz.go
Tuam,.Each team to consist of not moro than ha
ignt or less tnan lour men, at tno option oi the su
risli, whose decision will bo declared on their im
rrlval at New York. The American team to be th
omposed exclusively or riflemen born in tno du
nlted states; the Irish team to consist or men in
ifhliflecl to shoot In the Irish Eight at Wimbledon. <:a
Rifles Anr, not exceeding ten pounds weight; th
ilninium pull of trigger three pounds ;tho Anierl- tic
atis to shoot with rales or bondJUle American th
lanulacture, the Irish to shoot with rifles manu- su
icttired by Messrs. Johu Rlgby A Co., or Dublin. sa
Sinfits, Ammunition, Targets and Marking.To tei
c according to priuied regulations in lorce at dii
unibledon. 1NT3. hN
Ranges.. Klgnt hundred yards, nine hundred to
ards and one thousand yards. I Mi
Number of shot*..Hiteen at each range by each ce
ompctttor.
I*reviou8 IfartIce,.The Irish team to tie allowed
se or the range tor practice on at least two days
etore the match.
Rosition.Any; no artificial rest to be used T]
lther lor the rifle or person oi the shooter.
Mr. Leech, on behalf oi the Irish team, gunran- 1

Des to deposit on his arrival at N>w York, with <

he National Rifle Association of America, the sum
>f £ioo sterling, a like sum to be deposited by the
imerican team, this sum of £200 to be handed
>ver to the captain for division among the mem-
>ers ol the winning ream. '

no
Target", range and accessories for carrying out

he match to devolve on tue Americans; the
imerlcaus to choose a rcreree to act for their as
cam. Mr. Leech will act In the capacity ol ref- (jr
:ree for the Irish team. The two reierees shall
nutually select an umpire, to whom In case ol dlf- 101

erence of opinion they shall reier, and whoso da- so
:ision shall be final. th
The terms of tbe match to be signed by on

ichalf of America, with the authority ol the Amer- Wi

can National liille Association, and bv Arthur In
ileunerhassct Leech, on behalf of the Irian team. rc
Duplicate copies of this programme to be exchanged,and all necessary arrangements com- ac

ileteu on or before the 1st day oi June, 1874. br
Should either team iail to make an appearance In.

in the day ami hour agreed upon for tno match
he team theu present may claim the champion- PT
iUit> and stakes. [ m

SHEET.

THE PBISIDEITU1 SPHHH
General Orant a Candidate for a Third Tern
as Chief Magistrate of the Nation 1.Eeaeone

for the Opinion That He Is Preparing
to Withdraw from the Field in
1876.A New Standard Bearer

for the Bepnbliesn Party.

W ASffiNGTON, March 4, 1874.
la General Grant a candidate for another I'reslntialterm? la he the lavorite of the rank or
s of the republican party lor the Presidential
ccesslonr Will he or some new man be the
publican standard bearer in lS7d? and If some
w man, will the party be abte to carry the counri The day of the month forcibly recalls tnese
esMons and Invites as to their consideration.
It 1b the 4th of March. This day, one brief year
A WA »»oil «,fanr nf Dimalilonf
W| nc UOU l>uc UiVUiVlBUIC CfOUK Wl * «vuiwvu*

ant's second inauguration. The day was made
smorable, nrst, as the coldest day of the winter
d the coldest and windiest 4th of March ever
town in Washington; second, from the unusual
imbera of military and civic societies gathered
re lrom all sections of the Union, but mainly as

tabllshing General Grant and the republican
rty for lour years more in power, and without
nger of any serious opposition in the contest lor
e Presidential succession. A year has passed.
ie4thof March is again upon us, bright, warm
id balmy as a morning In June; but politically It
overcast, and bathing and changeable winds Innatea gathering disturbance of the elements
at may end la a hurricane. It is no longer conleredcertain that the republican party will win

TI1E BATTLE FOI1 TUE NEXT I'KKSIDENCY.
It Is not certain that Genera! Grant will be nomatedfor another term as tho republican candidate.
Is not ttnown that he aspires to or desires another
rm. The republican leaders who expect to »ursedehim have their inlsgiviugs touching his
signs; tne republican oflice-holders who wish
s continuance in othce for their own protection
st their hopes upon his commanding popularity,
it neither or these parties have anything better
au Inferences and conjectures to support their
Unions. Upon the main question on this conoversjr,"is General Grant looking forward ior
lOther liealdential term V" much may he said in
pport of the opinion that, while he would accept
Domination for another termirom the Republican
itional Convention, be Is not engineering tor anherterm, and will not depart lrom the oven
nor of his way to secare It.

WISDOM Or OBANT'S RETICENCE.
It will be remembered that during the last sumtrhe was approached by various parties upon
is subject, and that the only expression that
uld be elicited from him in the matter was
Is.that "it would be time enough to doc-line a
imjnatton when it was otfeied him; and that it
Mild be folly to decline it in advance." He
alizes tho strength of his position in holding in
serve a detinite answer upon this point, it it
ire distinctly understood now that he is not, and
111 Dot, bo a candidate for another term, the mtguesof rival candidates and cliques oi the repubancamp for the Presidential succession would
eedlly involve the President in their squabbles
r the support of the administration, and
ey would keep him constantly in hot
iter. Now. while General Grant holds in
serve the acceptance or declination of
nomination for another term, he holds all the
esldential aspirants of the republican party weil
hand and continues tuo recognized muster of

e situation. Jackson maintained the same po:ion,alter proclaiming himself out of the contest
r a third term, in bringing forward Van Bureu as
s choiee for the succession, General (train is
nslble of the lact that he could not safely underlieto follow the example of Jackson, and he has
desire to try the experiment. It does not lolw,however, that in declining to decline another

nomination In udvance of the appointed time
is a candidate lor another term. On the conury,Irow the character or the man and his acts,
d irom certain lacts and circumstances, It may
fairly assumed that Geueral Grant is preparing
retire from the White House at the expiration
his present term of office.
a kollust sphinx in the white house.

To the politicians General Grant is a riddle, a
hinx, a mystery which they cannot solve. Vet
ie only mystery about him is that simplicity and
rectness ol purpose which, In the honest Or.
anklln as our Minister to France, was a puzzle
the shrewdest professional-Mplouiats of Europe,

ineral Grant at this time appears in excellent
ndltion. He looks robust, strong, sell-possessed
id the most contented uian In Washington. With
e recommendations of his annual Message to
ingress he appear s to have dismissed from his
ind all tnc cares of State. Ttie responsibilities
volved are with Congress, and there he
ives them. In his appointments to
Ice he gives himself little trouble to
e claims of this clique, that clique
the other. He selects his man and abides the
nsequeuces of bis rejection or confirmation. He
es the soldier; he likes the returning Coniederesoidier, Mosby, for instance. He has a getterssympathy for the struggling, poverty stricken
ople 01 the South. He desires to fulfil his obitgaiusto the republican party; he desires to act in
rmony with the two houses of Congress; but ho
resolved to get on as quietly as possible, and he
11 not be troubled with their Jamily jars it he
n help himself.

president grant's habits.
He enjoys life and ttie relaxation from the duties
tils office. He likes a jaunt on a short notice to
est Point, New Haven, Kichinouu or Denver,
s likes a concert, a ball or a wedding, an agrilturalfair or a meeting ol the Geographical aosty.He Is eminently a social and sociable man,
ongh as reticent as an oracie. He receives his
ends with the unpretending cordiality ol a granr.He enjoys a good dlauer, and Ills cigar is his conintcompanion. In the morning he goes through
) appointed work with a strict devotion
business, but docs not care to work In a hurry,
the aiternoon be drives his span of shining

scks or his glistening bays, lour-in-hand, with
o calm enjoyment and self-possession ol an old
ager from the Sierra Nevada. From small bc»
unings, by good management lie has become a
l'ltty and prosperous man iu the llrst duty of
oviding for a rainy day. The whole Pent of his
md Is evidently directed, not to the party tactsand strategy required for a third term, but
the solid comforts ol private Hie. He Is not a
liticlau; his habits and inclinations run in a difreutchannel. He evidently does not regard the
fclal drudgeries ol the White House as more de-
aWe than the substantial liberties of the privateitiou.He likes Washington, and is building
mseif here a nonportable house, to which, "they
y," he expects to retire at the expiration ol his
esent term. He says nothing, but is as d>lintlypreparing for a retirement In 1877 as 11 the
esuon were settled.

the bel'ubucan candidate in 1878. f
rhe republican duels in congress appear to
certain unruly a douot that General Grant will

tintain the ideality ol the administration with
e party; they expect the office-holders and uli
u retamerH of the administration to support the
publican ticket in 1176. They say that the reinlicanstandard bearer in that campaign will be
lew man, but tint he will represent the prinelMand measuies o' the administration as the
,rty piatiorm. This may or may not prove a true
ophecy, but Iroin uli the facts before us and all
o signs of the times General Grant will be out of
c fluid in 1870 and New York may lurntsh his
ccessor. It is only upon this theory und the
idcrstandlng, If you ph-use, between the high
u trading parties, that we can account, on ttie
e hand, for the general desire oi the lepuhlinleaders in Congress to maintain ihe
od will of General Grunt, and on the other
ud, for his comparatively independent course
ico the meeting of Congress and his apparentdifference to the troubles or the proceedings or
o two houses on any oi the great questions ol the
j. They still depend upon him to maintain the
tegrlty and unity of their party for tnc coming
nipaign: but he lias no further lavors to ask at
eir hands, it is thought iroin last vear's ugitarnof the subject through the public press and
e general uublic sentiment thus disclosed on ttiu
bject that a tiurd term experiment cannot oc
lely attempted, and that a new lickctcan bebetradapted even than General Grant to a new conlionof things. At all events, the republican
iders have virtually resolved upon this a Ihesion
the examples of Washington, Jefferson, Madison,mroe ana Jackson as the truo course lor the
uteuuial year of American independence.

TEE LEGISLATIVE LENT.
tic Retrenchment Kevcr of Congren
and the Tribulation* of the Lobby.
l'"0 ^n|,Ki Sapper".Sorrowful, but
Still Hopeful.

Washington, March fl, 1874.
Tn the 4th of Marcli a year ago a multitude which
man could number .swarmed in tho Capitol, the
tels and streets of Washington, drawn hero to
fist lu the second Inauguration of President
ant. Thousands 01 office-seekers and legions of
aby Jobbers were here with their numberless
hemes for gaining a sharo in the rich harvest of
e public plunder. And what a prospect there
is for another mil term of lour years for fat Jobs
im the legislation of tbn all-powerlul and liberal

publican party, with none to call Its power to

count But what a change a single year has
ought about 1 Washington in the midst of a

ng session was never bo dull, "stale, flat and un-

ofltable" as It Is now. To be sure, wc are in the
ldat of oar beaten fastings and prayer. Oar

feasting! and dancings are enepended, tne monotonouaand melancholy order of an old Puritan
village reigns on Pennsylvania avenue, dm the
dnlness In the side shows ol the two houses and
the sorrows of the lobby are so unusual in the
fourth month of a long session that they arc post*
tlvely distressing to tne old campaigner.

TUB ECONOMIC SPASM.
The retrenchment fever which lias seized upon

Congress spoils everything. It la a low, wasting
fever, which shows hardly an hour of Intermission
to the sutferers irom day to day. They have fits of
raving and tearing ou economy, which sometimes
keep them dancing and roaring by the hour; but
when these spasms are over the patient relapses
iuto a drowsy stupidity, from which he can be
roused only by a motion to adjourn. Dropping
the llgure, Congress is retrenching, lopping oil
and cutting down expenditures right and left
and right or wrong, and the lobby is on abort
rations. The two honses are

ON TUB IK OOOD BEHAVIOR
and tne loony stauas dock, rtie game la rrtgntened
and tne hunters are lying low. The lobby is watohtngaud waiting, and is not disposed to waste lie ammunitionat long range. No railway land grabbers.nor steamship or telegraph subsidy engineers,nor robbers of Indians, nor would-be contractorslor canals or harbor and river improvementsare giving bountiful suppers or keeping
open house to all comers, because these things this
session do not promise to pay.
The reaction from the Credit Mobilier scandal

and "bick pay grab" of the last session has been
so sweeping aa to bo ridiculous. Our demoralized
republican lawmakers, frightened out of their wits
by the last tall cleotlons, realize only the necessity
or retrenchment, good or bad, right or wrong.
They will cut down the army, aud trust to luok
lor the protection of our frontier settlersagainst the Indians; they will cut
down the navy, if we have to purchasepeace tor the future at any price;
they will suspend the improvement on rlverd aud
harbors, though the savtug ol a milium this year
may require tho expenditure of five millions next
year; they wdl cut down the force aud the petty
salaries 01 the half-starved clerks of the executivedepartments to save a few thousaud dollars;
they will do anything and everything lor retrenchment,so that we may have a good record to show
the dear people In the elections of next autumn
lor the Forty-fourth Congress.

THE TREASURY DEFICIT.
The late panic has cut down the resources of tho

Treasury. It is fifty-two millions short. It is gettingsnorter from day to day. We will do alt wa
can to save It by retrenchment, aud the detlcit
must be supplied by taxes. There's the rub. To
make these taxes as light as possible for these
coming Congressional electlcms, these gentlemen
of the lobby must stand back and bide their time.
Whou the breeze ol these Congressional elections
shall have blown over and tho republican partv is
all right again lor two years more we will reopen
the Treasury and scatter its mouey freely all over
the land, lor this humbug of retrouchment will
have served its turn.

FASTING Tins YEAR, FEASTING TUB NEXT.
This, then, is the Congress of fasting and penanceand prayer; but the next, ii republican, will

be one of (easting and lull enjoyment, aud "good
times" will be with us again, and will t>e kept up
till after the national and Presidential
jubilee of 1876. This is the republican programme.This Is a session or retrenchmentaud reform. The lobby must wait. We can
do nothing this year lor the Northern Pacific or
tho Southern Pacific railroads; lor steamships or
ocean telegraphs, for canals, rivers or haroors. or
levees, or anything outside tne current necessities
of the government. Even cheap transportation
must wait a little longer; for it will cost money
and Mr. Richardson has no money to spare. We
expect to save some twenty millions In our annual
and incidental appropriation bills, and yet wo
shall have a deficiency of twenty or thirty millions
to provide lor. Private claim mils will swallow up
some hundreds of thousands of dollars, and other

so tue gentlemen or the lobby, who are interested
In large jobs, calling lor heavy grunts of lands,
bonds, or money, must wait till next December.
So much for the credit Mobllier scandal and the
"oack pay grab" and the alleged Senatorial eleotionbriberies and corruptions of the last Congress.They have resulted, irom the excited wrath
of the people, in a reaction in this Congress for
retrenchment and reform which is too violent to
last loug, and which tnuy be compared to the trick
01 the knowing Dutchman who got down irom his
high horse only to get on better.

AST MATTERS.

Among the Studios.
No class of the community has felt more severely

the consequences 01' the commercial panic of last
year than the artists. During the past season the
stadios have been comparatively deserted, and
even where sales ol pictures have been effected
they have brought little profit. The publlo only
buy art works in prosperous times, and only a few
wealthy patrons have been able to resist the
awful monetary crash which tightened every
purse string. The studio buildings look quite
deserted, though the urtlsts are beginning to
brighten up under the influence of the dawning
spring »nd are hard at work getting ready lor the
Academy exhibition. Adversity seems to have
taught the brotherhood wisdom, and the petty
jealousies which, for some seasons, have prevented
a really representative exhibition of American
art, are to be laid aside for the common good.
Nothing but iriendstiln and good will are to reign

hereaiter. The result of this happy truce 13 visibleIu the number of Important works on the variouseasels which are Intended for the Academy.
Every one Is resolved to do his best and lend ins
most important work of the year to the Spring Exhibition,whicn promises to be thoroughly representative.This resolution or the artists is a proof
01 good senso and a healtny sign that a proper
esprit tie corps Is growing up In the profession.
There was much selfishness iu the refusal by some
of the more successful partners to send their best
pictures to the Academy exhibition, and, as we
naturally look for something more than mere
money-making, worldly wisdom in an artist, we
aro glad tnut tnis cause of complaint has boon removed.As the Academy exhibitions grow in importancethe popularity of native art work
will increase. The best way to check
the growing tendency among art patrons
of importing their pictures lrom Europe will be to
demonstrate clearly tliat in some paths of art at
least work as good in quality as the majority of
the pictures brought to this country can bo producedby native brushes. Until the public have
been thoroughly convinced that this can be done.
and there is no reason why it should not.purchaserswill be prejudiced In favor or foreign
works, and the studios will remain as lonely and
neglected as they are to-day.
home or the artists give proof of their earnest deElreto merit the patronage 01 the public by close

and conscientious work. Among these James M.
llart holds an honorable place. The success of hla
"Coming Out of the Shade" has turned his attentionto landscape and cattle subjects, which He
endows with deep poetic feeling, the more
effective because the scenes are simple and natural,
without any straining after claptrap effect. Mr.
llart wisely thinks that there is more poetry in

transfer tiie spirit oi passages in nature that have
impressed him by tlieir beauty, and hence his success."At Rest.Evening" is the title of a work
now on his easel. It represents a group of cattle
in the foreground of a landscape, reposing in the
grateiul cool of the evening. The snn has just sunk
below the horizon and the sky is suffused with a
warm glow which is very charming. The compositionof the picture is careful ana well balanced.
General .Sheridan, or, as the people love to call

him, "Gallant Phil" Sheridan, has been sitting lor
his portrait to Constant Moyer, who Just got
through with work bcloro tho Sioux troubles called
General Sheridan to the rrontler. The portrait
Is half length, and is on excellent likeness. Mr.
Meyer's contribution to the Academy will oe a

touching composition, entitled "Tho Orphans'
Morning Hymn." Two girls in an oratory are intoningtheir orisons, and the morniug rays falling
on their handsome faces cast a hulo over thein.
The teellng of the scene U very exquisite.
Tho poetry that dwells In curious gablod old

manor nouses hid away among trees has quite
fascinated T. A. smith, and he paints them so as to
impart to others some of the feelings which these
antiquated old houses call up lu himself. Two
companion pictures present to us "The Old Manor
House," In the days of its prosperity, in culm eveningglow oi the summer lido, and when tnc winter
snows had given to the curious old gables a fantasticappearance lu cool wintry moonlight. Both
effects are well aud happily rendered.

EESOUED FROM DBOWEING.
As the brig YViUlam Brae was benlg towed out

of the East River yesterday one of her sailors
fell overboard while taking In the lenders, and but
for the timely aid of Captain 1^3wis, ot tiie steam
tug Inele Abe, would have drowued. CaptainLewis picked him up and put him ou board the
vessel agatn.


